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the court. Nothing but net and Guil-
ford won on the shot seen around the
world.

The moral of the story: whether in
athletics or in life, even with the odds
overwhelmingly stacked against you,
do not quit. Do not give up, there is al-
ways a chance, even though remote, to
prevail.

2006 BUDGET IS FISCALLY
RESPONSIBLE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I commend
President Bush for proposing a fiscally
responsible budget that will rein in
Federal spending and protect our top
priorities, such as national defense,
homeland security, and job creation.

While we may have some differences
of opinion on a few of the details, I be-
lieve the President’s budget is a good
first step in the right direction. I am
encouraged that he wants to hold Fed-
eral programs to a firm test of ac-
countability and eliminate programs
that no longer serve their intended
purpose or perform a vital function.
This action alone will save over $20 bil-
lion in 2006.

The President’s proposed budget will
also save an additional $137 billion in
spending during the next 10 years. I
look forward to working with the
President and Congress to craft a budg-
et that will cut our Federal budget in
half by 2009 and improve our economy.

———
PELL GRANTS

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak in favor of a part of
President Bush’s budget that receives
no fanfare or publicity, and that is Pell
grants.

Pell grants are dollars we give to
children from low- and moderate-in-
come families to help them go to col-
lege. I personally would not have been
able to go to college without Pell
grants, and I serve as chairman of the
Congressional Pell Grant Caucus.

When I was elected to Congress in
2000, I made increasing Pell grant fund-
ing my top priority, and with this
budget, President Bush has done his
part, too.

Looking at this chart, let us compare
the funding situation in 2000 to the new
budget proposal. Overall funding has
increased 137 percent. Maximum Pell
grant awards are up from $3,300 to
$4,150, and an additional 1.6 million
students are now able to go to college.

Mr. Speaker, Pell grants are truly
the passport out of poverty for so many
worthy young people, and I urge my
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colleagues to vote ‘‘yes” on this budg-
et.

HELPING THE IRAQI PEOPLE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, tomorrow the International
Relations Subcommittee on Oversight
and Investigation is scheduled to re-
view the Volcker Interim Report on
the United Nations Oil-For-Food Pro-
gram. I would like to thank the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Chairman HYDE)
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROHRABACHER), the subcommittee
chairman, for their leadership on this
important issue.

While the United States prides itself
as being ‘‘the premier vehicle for fur-
thering development in poorer coun-
tries,” its Oil-For-Food Program alleg-
edly furthered Saddam Hussein’s dicta-
torship over the Iraqi people. During
my travels to Iraq, I have seen the nu-
merous palaces of Saddam Hussein and
the devastation his rule left on the peo-
ple of Iraq.

I am outraged to think a U.N.-spon-
sored program designed to help the
Iraqi people was so easily corrupted
and manipulated to serve the dictator-
ship’s interests. The diverted funds
should be recovered for the people of
Iraaq.

I strongly support the legislation of-
fered by the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. FLAKE) entitled United Nations
Oil-for-Food Accountability Act. This
legislation would require the United
States to withhold a portion of its U.N.
contributions until the U.N. fully co-
operates with the Oil-for-Food inves-
tigation. American taxpayer dollars
should not support programs or people
who obstruct our efforts to promote de-
mocracy and spread freedom through-
out the world.

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 7, 2005.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 7, 2005 at 1 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
transits the Budget of the United States
Government for Fiscal Year 2006 (copy en-
closed).

February 8, 2005

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.
Attachment.

FISCAL YEAR 2006 BUDGET OF THE
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 109-2)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Appropriations and ordered printed:
THE BUDGET MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT

Over the previous four years, we have
acted to restore economic growth, win
the War on Terror, protect the home-
land, improve our schools, rally the ar-
mies of compassion, and promote own-
ership. The 2006 Budget will help Amer-
ica continue to meet these goals. In
order to sustain our economic expan-
sion, we must continue pro-growth
policies and enforce even greater
spending restraint across the Federal
Government. By holding Federal pro-
grams to a firm test of accountability
and focusing our resources on top pri-
orities, we are taking the steps nec-
essary to achieve our deficit reduction
goals.

Our Nation’s most critical challenge
since September 11, 2001, has been to
protect the American people by fight-
ing and winning the War on Terror.
Overseas and at home, our troops and
homeland security officials are receiv-
ing the funding needed to protect our
homeland, bring terrorists to justice,
eliminate terrorist safe havens and
training camps, and shut down their fi-
nancing.

In Afghanistan and Iraq, we are help-
ing establish democratic institutions.
Together with our coalition partners,
we are helping the Afghan and Iraqi
people build schools, establish the rule
of law, create functioning economies,
and protect basic human rights. And
while the work is dangerous and dif-
ficult, America’s efforts are helping
promote societies that will serve as
beacons of freedom in the Middle East.
Free nations are peaceful nations and
are far less likely to produce the kind
of terrorism that reached our shores
just over three years ago.

To ensure our security at home, the
2006 Budget increases funding for anti-
terrorism investigations; border secu-
rity; airport and seaport security; nu-
clear and radiological detection sys-
tems and countermeasures; and im-
proved security for our food supply and
drinking water.

This Budget also promotes economic
growth and opportunity. We must en-
sure that America remains the best
place in the world to do business by
keeping taxes low, promoting new
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